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Dear Parents, 

Spelling has previously been taught through the memorization of a weekly word list. Many students 

successfully memorized the list of words each week, others were not yet ready for the challenge. Still 

others already knew the words and therefore, no new learning occurred. There was little or no transfer 

from the memorized words to the students’ daily writing. Research shows that memorizing words and 

rules, without a sense of why they should be learned, is not effective. By memorizing a list of spelling 

words each week, students may learn a fixed number of words in their school career.

What is Word Study?
Word study is a more effective 

approach to be flexible word 

solvers. It is based on learning 

word patterns rather than 

memorizing unconnected words. 

Word study provides students with 

opportunities to examine and 

understand the patterns in words, 

while also using many strategies 

to make sense of unknown words. 

There is a development of 

progress, including instruction in 

the relationship of letters and 

sounds, patterns found in words, 

and the origin of words. Word 

study instruction occurs in the 

context of reading and writing 

workshop. The preferred result is 

for students to become skillful 

readers and writers, using their 

knowledge of how words work to 

help them in all areas of 

communication.

Why are we changing?
“The goal of these lessons is to help your 

students expand and refine their reading 

and writing powers; but, we hope that 

they will also become enthusiastic 

explorers of words.

investigating their meanings

seeing patterns

puzzling out simple and more complex 

letter-sound relationships

taking words apart to notice base words 

and affixes

connecting words in an active way

In this way, they learn how to learn 

aspects of words and develop efficient 

and powerful word-solving strategies.” 

(p.1)

“We believe it is essential for all readers 

and writes to have a wide range of word-

solving strategies [...] that they can use 

rapidly, flexible, and in a largely 

unconscious way as they read and write.” 

(p.1)

“The important goal of word study is to 

put it into action within the acts of 

reading and writing.” (p. 6)

Cited from Word Study Lessons (Fountas & 
Pinnell, 2019)



How to support your child
AT HOME

Encourage
· Encourage your child to write 

at home for a variety of 

purposes: lists, letters, stories, 

messages, notes, etc.

· Encourage your child to read a 

variety of texts that will 

introduce him/her to new words.

· For younger children, play with 

language through word games, 

songs, rhymes, and poetry.

· Reinforce the strategic work 

done at school.

Challenge
When a child asks, “How do I 

spell the word ____?” parents 

may reply:

o What chunks do you hear?

o What sounds do you hear?

o Say it slowly.

o Try writing it two ways and 

pick the way that looks right.

o Do you know another word 

that sounds like that word?

o Do you know another word 

that looks like that word?Explore
Explore words with your child 

through the following activities:

o Can you add a letter to make a new 

word?

o Can you delete a letter to make a 

new word?

o Can you change a letter to make a 

new word?

o Can you make a chain of words by 

changing one letter at a time?

o Can you make a compound word 

with any of your words?

o Can you change any words to 

plurals?

Play
Play a family game!

o Scrabble

o Boggle

o Mad Libs

o Seek and Finds

o Crossword Puzzles

Be a 
Word Detective


